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of their male counterparts. And, according
to the Department of Labor’s Glass Ceiling
Commission report, women in management
jobs generally remain at entry-level and mid-
level positions. In part, these differences in
treatment exist because of differing levels of
experience, education, and skill. But study
after study shows that, even after legitimate
differences are accounted for, a significant
pay gap still persists between men and
women in similar jobs.

Equal pay not only treats women fairly,
it benefits us all—particularly our Nation’s
families. It empowers women to become
more self-sufficient, reducing the depend-
ence of many families on government assist-
ance. It also raises women’s purchasing
power, increases their pensions, and im-
proves their capacity to save, all of which
help to strengthen our economy.

During the past three decades, our Nation
has made a strong commitment to ensuring
that every American is treated with dignity
and equality in the workplace. Legislation
such as the Equal Pay Act and Title VII of
the Civil Rights Act has helped us make
progress in correcting discriminatory prac-
tices. But we still have a long way to go be-
fore the wage gap between men and women
is eliminated. This year, I proposed an addi-
tional $43 million for the Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission (EEOC) and the
Department of Labor in order to strengthen
enforcement of the laws that prohibit dis-
crimination, including wage discrimination;
to encourage mediation; and to help the
EEOC reduce the average time it takes to
resolve private sector complaints. This addi-
tional funding will help all victims of dis-
crimination, including wage discrimination,
obtain relief in a more timely manner. And
the Women’s Bureau at the Department of
Labor will continue to make resources avail-
able through the Fair Pay Clearinghouse to
highlight model pay practices and educate
employers about the practical benefits of as-
suring equal pay for their employees.

As we observe National Equal Pay Day,
I urge businesses and State and local govern-
ments across our Nation to make a solemn
commitment to recognize the value of wom-
en’s contributions to the workplace and to
reward them appropriately. By doing so, we

will help provide opportunity and promote
equality and justice for all.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim April
3, 1998, as National Equal Pay Day. I call
upon Government officials, law enforcement
agencies, business leaders, educators, and the
American people to recognize the full value
of the skills and contributions of women in
the labor force. I urge all employers to review
their wage practices and to ensure that all
their employees, including women, are paid
equitably for their work.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this second day of April, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
eight, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 3, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 6.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Israel-United States Treaty on
Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal
Matters and Documentation
April 2, 1998

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Treaty between the Gov-
ernment of the United States of America and
the Government of the State of Israel on Mu-
tual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters,
signed at Tel Aviv on January 26, 1998, and
a related exchange of notes signed the same
date. I transmit also, for the information of
the Senate, the Report of the Department
of State with respect to the Treaty.

The Treaty is one of a series of modern
mutual legal assistance treaties being nego-
tiated by the United States for the purpose
of countering criminal activities more effec-
tively. The Treaty should be an effective tool

VerDate 31-MAR-98 08:27 Apr 08, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00038 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P14AP4.002 p14mr4



563Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998 / Apr. 3

to assist in the prosecution of a wide variety
of modern criminals, including those in-
volved in terrorism, other violent crimes,
drug trafficking, money laundering, and
other white collar crime. The Treaty is self-
executing.

The Treaty provides for a broad range of
cooperation in criminal matters. Mutual as-
sistance available under the Treaty includes:
taking the testimony or statements of per-
sons; providing documents, records, and arti-
cles of evidence; serving documents; locating
or identifying persons or items; transferring
persons in custody for testimony or for other
assistance; executing requests for searches
and seizures; assisting in proceedings related
to seizure, immobilization and forfeiture of
assets, restitution, and collection of fines;
executing procedures involving experts; and
providing any other form of assistance appro-
priate under the laws of the Requested State.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Treaty and
give its advice and consent to ratification.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
April 2, 1998.

Remarks on the Legislative Agenda
and an Exchange With Reporters
April 3, 1998

The President. Thank you very much. Be-
fore I read my statement, I’d like to make
a brief comment on a momentous event
which occurred during my trip to Africa, back
here. The Vice President turned 50, and I
hope all of you noticed the increased gravity
and maturity of his aura. [Laughter] I person-
ally am greatly relieved. Not long before he
turned 50, as I told him when I called him,
an elderly lady came up to me, and she said,
‘‘I think you and that young man are doing
such a good job.’’ [Laughter] And it’s nice
to have a middle-aged team now at the White
House.

The Vice President. She was very elderly.
[Laughter]

The President. Let me say, Hillary and
I are delighted to be back from what was
a wonderful trip to Africa. We are working
hard to strengthen the bonds of the African

continent that I am convinced is in the midst
of a renaissance, where political and eco-
nomic liberty is on the rise.

I only wish every American could have
been with me every step of the way to see,
first, Africa, not only its problems, which are
profound, but the energy and intelligence
and determination of the people. I also wish
every American could have had yet one more
opportunity to see how a very important part
of the world sees America—still as a beacon
of equality and freedom and hope for oppor-
tunity.

Today we learned that the unemployment
rate in the first quarter of this year, averaging
4.7 percent, is the lowest it’s been since
1970—28 years. While there will be ups and
downs, our economy continues to be one of
the strongest in history. Over the past year
we’ve seen the strongest wage growth in 20
years; inflation is still low; homeownership
now at a record level. As we approach the
longest peacetime expansion in our history,
this is a springtime of hope and opportunity
for the American people.

Our economy is the product of the hard
work, the creativity, the innovation of our
citizens, and the ingenuity and drive of our
businesses. But also it is the fruit, as the Vice
President said, of the comprehensive eco-
nomic strategy we have pursued since 1993,
a strategy for the new economy.

The coming months will now test our Na-
tion. It will determine whether we will main-
tain our discipline and pursue our priorities
to strengthen our country for the new cen-
tury. We can make this a time of action as
well as a time of abundance, to secure our
prosperity well into the future, to widen the
circle of opportunity so that all Americans
have a chance to reap the rewards of eco-
nomic growth.

First, we should go and balance the budget
this year and do it in a way that continues
our investment in our people and their fu-
ture. With projected budget surpluses of one
trillion dollars over the next decade, I am
pleased that Members of Congress of both
parties have joined my call to reserve every
penny of the surplus until we save Social Se-
curity first. This is very significant. I com-
pliment the leadership of both parties. It will
strengthen our Nation.
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